
Art Appreciation 

Art appreciation involves students observing, engaging in and forming an understanding or opinion 

of their own or others’ artwork. It allows students to express their subjective, as well as objective, 

opinions, whilst focusing specifically on the aesthetics of an individual piece. 

Art appreciation is particularly important in the visual arts classroom and as teachers, we need to 

encourage students to develop their own ideas about art. This can be done through viewing 

different artworks, researching a variety of artists and exploring the themes and meanings behind 

specific pieces. 

Antony Gormley has a number of pieces appropriate to explore in the classroom. For this activity, 

however, I have chosen one of Gormley’s highly renowned projects, ‘Another Place’ (1997). The 

following information will help teachers to use Gormley’s work as an inspiration for classroom 

activities. This particular activity is aimed at the middle to upper primary grades, although it can be 

adapted for the younger years also. 

 

Background to the project - 

‘Another Place’, 1997.  

Permanently situated outside Liverpool 

on Crosby Beach, UK, and stretching for 

2.5 km along the foreshore, ‘Another 

Place’ consists of 100 cast-iron, life size 

figures. With each figure between 50 

and 250 metres apart, Gormley’s idea 

was to ‘test time and tide, stillness and 

movement’ whilst still engaging with 

the daily life of the beach. The figures 

are made from casts of Gormley’s own 

body and are shown standing in similar 

ways, their postures conveying different levels of tension or relaxation. Each figure is strategically 

placed looking out to sea, staring at the horizon in silent expectation. 

The project was originally only placed temporarily, however, after much dispute from the local 

community, it became a permanent feature of Crosby Beach. This, in itself, emphasises the 

importance and relationship between the artwork and the audience, something that Gormley 

aspires to in much of his work. A specific focus of this project is also on the human figure and how 

emotions are communicated through one’s body. The positioning of the 100 figures is important, as 

is the sense of silence and stillness that the sculptures provide. 

 



Using ‘Another Place’ in the classroom- 

Introduction. 

This introductory activity is aimed at grabbing the children’s attention and engaging them in the idea 

of sculpture and the human body as presented by Antony Gormley. It serves the purpose of 

engaging the students and preparing them for the rest of the activity. 

 Students will be introduced to the concept of ‘Another Place’ by first being taken outside 

into an open space, such as the school oval. Here, students will be required to spread 

themselves out across the yard and find a position in which they will stay for the next 10 

minutes. This can be standing or sitting, however, an emphasis should be placed on the idea 

of staying silent and not communicating with anyone else around them. 

 Students will be asked to think about what they notice around them during the 10 minutes. 

This will include reflecting on the following points: 

- The activation of their senses during this time. Can they feel the wind on their faces, the 

grass beneath them, the noises around them, the smells etc... 

- The stillness and silence around them- how does it make them feel? What kinds of 

emotions does it draw out? 

- The passing of time- does it pass slowly or quickly? 

- The physical space where they are standing or sitting- what kind of feeling do they get in 

such an open space? 

 After the 10 minutes has been completed, students will come together and discuss their 

answers to some of the question. An emphasis is placed on what the students were feeling 

out in such an open space, in complete silence. 

 Students are then brought back inside for the next part of the activity. 

 

Development of the Appreciation Activity. 

The focus of this appreciation activity is to look deeper into some of the recurring themes in 

Gormley’s work- the senses, stillness and silence, scale, body, space, time and ourselves. As 

previously mentioned, Gormley’s work focuses specifically on the human body and bodily 

sensations, and his interest in this style sprang from Buddhist Meditation techniques. These centre 

on this same connection between mind and body. This is what the children should gain an 

understanding of by the completion of this lesson- the understanding of why Gormley continuously 

embodies this style and how the techniques and mediums used in his work simply strengthen these 

themes. 

 Students will first be shown a short reflection clip, with ‘Another Place’ as the central focus 

(audio visual resource). 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjSvCr12dBE 

 Students are invited to find some space for themselves and have a pen and paper with them. 

They will then watch the clip and write down any notes or thoughts throughout. The clip will 

also invite them to think about certain things in response to the artwork, which they might 

like to write down also. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VjSvCr12dBE


 Students will also watch another clip focusing on Antony Gormley and his artwork 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-66Su3yN9io 

 A range of questions will then be posed to the students, in light of what they have just seen, 

and through extending their thinking by exploring this specific project on the Antony 

Gormley website. The important thing about questioning the students it to help point them 

in the right direction in critically examining Gormley’s work. The questions may help arouse 

their emotions and allow them to create their own meaning of the artworks. 

 

Questions may include the following: 

- What do you feel when you look at ‘Another Place’? 

- Can you imagine yourself being there? What can you see, hear, smell, touch? 

- What are the figures made of? 

- Are the figures heavy? How can you tell? 

- Why do you think Gormley chose to position the figures on the beach? 

- What is the meaning behind the figures looking out onto the horizon? 

- Why are there so many figures? 

- Why do you think the figures are standing in different ways?  

- What emotions are trying to be conveyed through their posture? 

- How is the audience a part of this artwork? 

- Do you think these figures are trying to tell a story? Was Gormley trying to tell a story? 

- Do you think these figures belong here? 

 

Extension of the lesson. 

This lesson can be easily extended by allowing the students to choose another one of Gormley’s 

projects to research and explore, using websites, books and online videos. They might like to focus 

on the following points: 

 The materials used to create the work. 

 The location of the project. 

 The use of the body in the artwork. 

 The size of the artwork and the space in which it occupies. 

 How the audience or community is involved in the artwork. 

 The meaning behind the work- what the artist was trying to convey. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-66Su3yN9io

